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The Crisis and the Workers 



THE world is in crisis. The old society is being 
shaken to its foundations, proving itself utterly 
incapable of realizing peace and happiness for 
the masses of the people. The system of Capitalism, 
with its oppression of the poor by the rich, its despotic 
control of industry and its enslavement of the workers, 
is offering the final inescapable proof of its utter in- 
competence. It is necessary that the proletariat, 
through revolutionary Socialism, should complete the 
downfall of Capitalism and organize a new society of 
peace and plenty for all. 

I 

The workers of the United States are in a crisis — 
a developing industrial crisis that threatens the peace 
and happiness of our people. 

Unemployment is becoming a real danger. The army 
of the unemployed (which is always large under Cap- 
italism) is being increased by the demobilization of the 
soldiers and by the "reorganization" of war industry 
to a peace basis. 

The steady employment during the war was due to 
three causes: i) the mobilization of 3,000,000 men 
for the army and navy, developing a comparative scar- 
city of workers; 2) the unprecedented orders for mun- 
itions placed by the United States government and by 
the governments of the Allies ; and 3) the fact that the 
larger nations were actively producing death instead 
of the means of life, allowing the United States to 
practically usurp a monopoly of the markets of the 
world. Our capitalists fully exploited this unusual 
opportunity ; they made more than $5,000,000,000 pro- 
fits out of the war: wljat have the workers to show? 

But now that the war is ended (except the "small 
war" against the workers and peasants of Soviet Rus- 
sia — your comrades) 3,000,000 men demobilized from 
the arn.cd forces of the nation must again be absorbed 
in industry. This is in itself an enormous problem. 
But this problem is complicated by the fact that the 
United States is no longer able to monopolize the 
world's markets, the other nations again resuming pro- 
duction and again competing with American manu- 
facturers. These circumstances produce an industrial 
crisis in two ways: 1) by displacing workers with 
demobilized soldiers, and 2) by lessening the world 
demand upon American production. 

The employed are potentially unemployed. Those 
workers "assured of steady employment" are having 
wages reduced or threatened with reduction, the em- 
ployers using the bludgeon of unemployment to com- 
pel Submission. 

The cost of living, instead of declining with the 
coming of peace, as was promised, is actually soaring 
again; and this makes the crisis all the more acute. 

The workers, actually or potentially in this crisis, 
have answered 'by means of large strikes. The answer 
of the employers has been — terrorism : terrorism 
against*strikers and their representatives, the threat 
and actual use of armed force. This terrorism indic- 
ates the tactics Capitalism will use as the crisis devel- 
ops — crush the workers ! 

The prospect, accordingly, is a prospect of unem- 
ployment, of lower wages, of more, intense toil, of a 
higher cost of living, and of terrorism against the 
workers should they actually move to alter these ter- 
rible conditions of' misery and oppression. 

Capitalism promised a new world from the war. 
Instead of a new world. Capitalism offers— a new 
terror and a new oppression ! 
11 
This crisis and these developments are much more 
acute in other nations, directly traceable to the war 
and the economic forces that produced the war. 

The ordinary •■peaceful" competition for the econ- 
omic, territorial and financial division of the world 
developed to a point where military force alone could 
decide the issue. Imperialism — the financial dotnin- 
aton of the world, the struggle for monopolistic control 
of the investment markets of the world and undevel- 
oped territory — determined the war, and Imperialism 
determines the peace. The Peace Conference in Paris 
is dividing the world territorially, economically and 
financially among the Five Great Powers. 
The League of Nations — a league against the nations 
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of an imperialistic nation comes to depend upon the 
misery and exploitation of these "undeveloped" peo- 
ples. Upon this parasitic foundation depends the 
"prosperity" of modern Capitalism. But these colo- 
nial peoples are- already in revolt; and their general 
revolt will topple over the prosperity of the "great" 
nations. 
The unity of the revolt of the colonial peoples and 



The Left Wing Conquers 

The Left Wing, as shown in partial election returns, 
has swept the Socialist Party. Early returns indicate 
a complete victory for revolutionary Socialism, the 
conquest of the Party for the Communist International 

The official vote on international delegates from n 
states— Georgia, Virginia, Tenessee, Florida. Rhode 
Island, Maine. Kentucky, Arkansas, Minnessota, Michi- 
gan and Massachusetts, gives the following results: 

John Reed, 7679; Louis C. Fraina, 7077; A. Wagen- 
knecht, 5423 ; C. Ruthenberg, 4523 ; I. E. Ferguson, 253S. 
These, the candidates receiving the highest vote, are 
all Left Wing candidates. The moderates of the Right 
Wing received these votes: Victor Berger. 1139; 
Adolph Germer, 90S; Seymour Stedman, 789; James 
O'Neal, 778; A. Shiplacoff, 663; Algernon Lee, 565; 
John M. Work, 457. 

In the eleven states, Kate Richards O'Hare has 
overwhelmingly beaten Morris Hillqtiit for Interna- 
tional Secretary. Incomplete reports from other states 
indicate that the Left Wing has secured a substantial 
majority in all state organiations. This is the election 
that ,he moderates 4ri? the N. E, C. are trying to steal. 

In the District 1 elections for National Executive 
Committee, returns from Maine, Rhode Island and 
Masachusetts give these results: Louis C. Fraina. 
3130: Nicholas I. Hourwich, 2544; E. Lindgren, 1472; 
Ludwig Lore, 940; Morris Hillquit, 838; James Oneal, 
68S; A. Shiplacoff, 319. 



Rush Your Seconds 

Resolved, by the Joint Meeting of the branches of 
Local Cuvahoga County, (Cleveland), having an aver- 
age of 1821 members in godd standing for the year 1918, 
that we initiate the following referendum motions, to be 
submitted to the party membership of the United 
States : 

* Resolved, that the act of the National Executive 
Committee in expelling from the Socialist Party of 
Michigan from the Socialist Party of the United States, 
a state with 6,000 members, without giving the state 
a trial or even a hearing in its own defense, is hereby 
rescinded and annulled and the Socialist Party of 
Michigan restored to all the rights and privileges of 
membership in the Socialist Party of the United States. 

Resolved, that the action of the National Executive 
Committee of the Party in arbitrarily susending the 
Russian, Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Lettish, Polish, South 
Slavic and Hungarian Federations from the Party is 
hereby rescinded and annulled. 

Resolved, that the action of the .majority of the 
National Executive Committee, which is largely com- 
posed of candidates for re-election in the referendum 
just closed, in holding up and refusing to tabulate the 
vote on Referendum B and, C, for the election of the 
National Executive Committee, International Delegates 
and International Secretary, and calling* a National 
Convention, is hereby rescinded and the national secre- 
tary instructed to immediately tabulate the vote and to 
declare the candidates receiving the highest number 
of votes elected, in accordance with the National 
Party Constitution. 

Resolved, that the action of the National Executive 
Committee in preparing to place the property of the 
Socialist Party in the hands of a Board of Directors, 
three to be elected for three years, three for six years 
and three for nine years: these directors not being 
subject to recall by either the National Executive 
Committee or the membership of the parly be reversed 
and rescinded. 



the revolt of the proletariat means the cud of Cap- 
italism and Imperialism and the coming of world So- 
cialism. 

The break down of Capitalism provides the op- 
portunity for the revolt. The war was an admission by 
Capitalism that it could not solve its economic antag- 
onisms. The war has 'broken down the industrial 
system of Europe. The problems of reconstruction 
and the payment of war debts present an issue that 
can be solved only by the proletariat either becoming 
staves, or overthrowing Capitalism and establishing 
Socialism. The governments are bankrupt : they are 
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Still They Investigate 



THF. Senate Agricultural Committee is to institute 
a "sweeping" investigation into the high cost of 
living. Congress seems to have become investigators 
of conditions it cannot control.. It investigates the 
war. it tries to investigate the "President, it invest- 
igated Bolshevism,— impotence in the face of forces 
beyond control by a parliamentary body. Investiga- 
tions are for the purpose either of playing politics or 
of deceiving the masses. The cost of living is rising 
because of fundamental economic laws of Capitalism: 
Bolshevism is becoming ascendant because the work- 
ers must organize and struggle to end Capitalism. 
The collapse of Capitalism cannot be investigated 
away ; the will of the proletariat to conquer power 
cannot be crushed by investigations. Let them in- 
vestigate! We shall organize and direct the hosts of 
the proletariat in the revolutionary struggle against 
Capitalism. 

Recognizing Reaction 

I HE Allies, it is .reported, are preparing to recog- 
*• fuze the "government" of Admiral Kolchak; and 
Woodrow Wilson, finicky as usual when he is prepar- 
ing to put something over, is reported willing to re- 
cognize Kulehak providing: guarantees are given con- 
cerning the calling of a Constituent Assembly. 

This recognition, should it materialize, will be sim- 
nly a diplomatic avowal of an actual fact. The Allies 
have already recognized the Kolchak dictatorship, by 
loaning it money, providing it with the guns and the 
hullets to murder the workers and peasant of the Sov- 
iet Republic. 

Kolchak represents the worst elements of the old 
regime. He is a Czarist official, and under him the 
old bureaucracy would come to power again. His 
eovernnicnt is a brutal, murderous dictatorship against 
the workers and peasants of Siberia. This is the 
government that the Allies are to recognize— the Al- 
lies who have spoken so gloriously about democracy 
and the self-determination of peoples. 



But after all. 



thi 



prospective recognition not 



just. — reaction recognizing reaction! 

Provoking a Crisis 

I HAT small clique of the conscious bourgeois, 
winch is directing the campaign against Bolshe- 
vism and Socialism, has apparently scored another 
coup. The recent bomb explosions, directed at men 
active in the campaign against the revolution, is be- 
ing used to the limit to provoke a crisis. 

The policy of this clique is clear. It is, by hook or 
by crook, to provoke a crisis providing the govern- 
ment with a convenient pretext to crush the militant 
proletariat by means of blood and iron. 

The master class is apprehensive— and justly A.n 
economic crisis approaches, is here. The workers are 
: ; new and larger, more militant strikes ap- 
■*. revolutionary character, are being accept- 
workers. In spite of the millions spent on 
tonal" campaign against Bolshevism, the 
workers sympathy for the Bolsheviki stead- 
-the ideal of the Bolsheviki, workers' con- 
stn\ industrial democracy, being accepted 
of our workers. This bodes ill for the 
ss in the days to come; so it decides to crush 
this movement now by provoking a premature crisis 
Mm plot is conscious, There was the "powder- 
puff bomb business prior to May Day. which excited 
people against the Socialist demonstrations on Mav 
Day: there was the plot' in New York to seize the 
Rovcrnmenl and a similar "plot" in Chicago.— all of 
y,hK-n «,, a h„le Then the press and prominent 

Iimhvit iual gangsters of the bourgeoisie, such as Mayor 
Ole Hanson, inciting to murder and riot against the 
Socialists 
The militant proletariat depends upon mass action 
to accomplish its purposes,— -n« upon acts of indivi- 
dual violence. The use of individual violence is char 




actcristically petty bourgeois; it is significant that the 
partv of the terrorists in Russia, the Social-Revolution- 
ists," developed into a counter-revolutionary force 
against the Soviet Republic: while the Bolsheviki, who 
had alwavs opposed individual violence, are the heart 
and soul of the proletarian revolution. 

A premature crisis is the purpose of the master class, 
in order to crush the militant workers. We shall not 
fall into their trap; we shall not play their game. 

Neither shall the campaign of terrorism frighten its 
or make us cease our propaganda. On with the struggle 
against Capitalism ! 

The Militant Strike 

THE general strike in Winnipeg is sweeping Can- 
ada. Toronto is becoming as much of a storm 
centre as Winnipeg itself. The significance of 
this great general strike is not in its demands, which 
are moderate, but in the fact that it is a general strike, 
adopting militant means of imposing the will of the 
workers upon the capitalists and the capitalist state. 
The militant strike ends the old passive strikes, and 
imposes the rule of the Strike Committee in a muni- 
cipality. This is the case in Winnipeg. The Van- 
couver, B. C. Sun says ; 

Winnipeg today is virtually a lost city, with her 
telegraph wires silent, her telephone system out of 
commission and her postal service completely disrupted 
as the result of the strike. The city is practically cut 
off from communication with the rest of Canada and 
the outside world. 

The central strikers' committee lias practically com- 
mandeered the telegraph office and only messages per- 
taining to deaths, the arrival of troop trains and gov- 
ernment business are allowed to he transmitted. 

The local newspapers were forced to suspend puh- 
Itcation on Friday and there stems to be no possibility 
of the papers appearing on the streets until the strike 
is settled. The weh pressmen and the stereotypes 
were among the first to leave their jobs. 

The banks have already closed their doors, claim- 
ing that with the telegraph and mail service disrupted 
they are unable to do any business. 

So ar-ute has the bread and milk problem become that 
the strike committee has allowed several of the baker- 
ies to resume only upon the latter agreeing' to oper- 
ate under the jurisdiction of the strikers. . . . An in- 
dicnant manager refused and he was told that if he 
did not accede his bakery would be taken over bv the 
strike committee and operated by the strikers. 
The government of Canada is impotent. The par- 
liament talks, while the strikers act. The Montreal 
Daily Star laments this government impotence: 

Existing conditions in Winnipeg and other West- 
ern cities, by whatever causes produced, are a chal- 
lenge to the authority of government in Canada No 
-state can be subject to any self-constituted organiza- 
tion. No group nf capitalists or workers can be per- 
mitted to assume the functions of government and im- 
pose their authority upon other classes and interests 
it tliev could do so. "the resources of civilization would 
he exhausted" and we would have revolution A 

f^vernnient which submits to such domination ' abdi- 
cates .ts functions and evades its responsibilities 
I Ins conception of the state as neither of the work- 
ers nor the capitalists, but as something impart ah is 
a petty bourgeois fairy tale. Tt is precisely the pur- 
pose of the militant strike to impose its wit upon he 
state, which is the state of the capitalists. ' 

The general strike in Canada is not now a revolm 
t ou.-whatever mav hapoen in the davs to come The 
demands are tor a forty-four hour week, "reco^ition" 
of the union, the right of "collective bargalS 
the reinstatement of idle members "- 
ate demands. 
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C. carried out' his n«r"~ 
split the party: it tried to compel the rev 
Socialists to get out and form a new partv ■' 
moderates retain control of the Socialist p 
they did, ruthlessly, venomously, mfamouslv^n • 
while aware that the Left Wing was the ntajol^ 
the Part\-. Jur ") a 

Abraham Shiplacoff. the moderates' master of 
outlaged sincerity, said to the editor of The R^2 
tionary Age, who was in Chicago observing the L-" 
erates' burlesque coup d'etat : "If vou are honest \os 
must admit that it is better to have two small mfc 
each united, than one large party split by factions." 
_ ''The Left Wing is willing to accept your chaBe» 
Shiplacoff," came the quick answer. "Count the re- 
ferendum votes, make them public, and decide who L 
majority and minority. If we are in the minorry, 
we'll get out and form a new party; if you are a min- 
ority, you get out and either form a new party or .job 
the Labor Party.*' 

But Shiplacoff'.* answer was a refusal, making a 
clear that his purpose is to retain control of the part}' 
•machinery for the moderates, no matter how modi 
of a minority they are. . . . 

The issues in dispute are not simply factional issue, 
or issues of personality. They affect the whole funrc 
of the party ; they are to decide whether the Sociafe 
Party shall reconstruct its policy and practice in acceri 
u-ith revolutionary Socialism, or whether it shall pff- 
s : st officially as a partv of 1 ion rgeois liberal socMK" 
form, avoiding all actual problems of the Re ™jJ*J 
These issues are fundamental, and cannot be. dw&s- 
Clear the decks! 

The central issue in dispute, winch is the heat*" 
<oul of all other issues, is whether the Socialist W 
shall affiliate with the Communist International ^01 
proletarian revolution, or whether it sMIa&lnte^ 
of the betrayers ot a* "' 
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an form a Communist In- 
tggressive, organizing the 
inquest of power. We do not 
international, with traitors to So- 
ism and butchers oi the proletarian revolution to- 
gether with the rebels they assassinate. 

rlillquit wants another International. It can con- 
sist of nothing else than the elements rejected by the 
Communist International. These are the Hender- 
sons, the Framings, the Renaudels, the Longuets, the 
Eberts and Scheidemanns, the Kautskys, — traitors to 
Socialism, all! In this international* revolutionary 
crisis, shall the American Socialist party affiliate with 
the betrayers oi the Revolution? Shall our Party 
come to the rescue of the Eberts and the Scheide- 
manns, the Hendersons and the Brantings, all of whom 
are rejected by the revolutionary proletariat, all of 
whom accepted an imperialistic war and intrigued 
against the proletarian revolution? Or shall we unite 

with the makers of the proletarian revolution the 

Lenines and the Liebknechts? 

It is infamous, this proposal of HiHquit. It is the 
measure of his small soul, of his petty ideals, of his 
craven and compromising policy. The party must 
repudiate this policy of the corner-grocer! 

The "International" that HiHquit and the N. E. C. 
propose is a compromise International, a miserable 
travesty of the real thing. It would not be an Inter- 
national of revolutionary Socialism, since all the rev- 
olutionary elements accept the Communist Interna- 
tional. The dregs of moderate "Socialism" would 
coalesce in this new "international," the yellow Inter- 
national of the bourgeois liberals, of the reactionary 
trades unionists, of the masters of words and poltroons 
in action, of that "Socialism" which betrayed the pro- 
letariat and Socialism. 
No! This is not the 
tionary Socialist Party. 

There must be no reaction. There must be no cry- 
ing after the dead, no return to the past. Socialism 
has been revolutionized by the proletarian revolution 
in action; the Socialist Party has been transformed 
by events and by the agitation of the Left Wing, — 
it shall affiliate with the Communist International ! 
Let HiHquit & Co. join the Labor Party and then af- 
filiate with his proposed yellow International. 

In this matter. Hillquit is pursuing his usual op- 
portunistic policy, of compromise and playing both 
ends against the middle. He was always a "centrist;" 
two years ago Comrade Lenin branded him as a 
"centrist,*' and in this problem of the International 
Hillquit is still a miserable "centrist."' The centre is 
the worst enemy of revolutionary Socialism, as is 
proven by revolutionary experience. This is Lenin's 
opinion of the "centre:" 

The centre is tire heaven of petty bourgeois phrases, 
of lip internationalism, of cowardly opportunism, of 
compromise with the social-patriots. The fact is that 
the centre is not convinced uf the necessity of a rev- 
olution against the government of its own country; 
it does not preach that kind of a revolution, it does 
not wage an incessant fight for the revolution, and it 
resorts to the lowest, stiper-fMarxist dodges to get out 
oi the difficulty. The members of the centre group are 
routine worshippers, eaten up by the gangrene of 
jahty. corrupted by the parliamentary comedy, bu- 
: sinecures. Historically 
<>t represent any special 
represent the transition 
r movement, such as it 
tin- new movement which 
ie time of the 1'irst world- 
war of Imperialism, and which has inaugurated 
_ iocial-ri *oIutionary era, 
^ : '-? ls fundamental — a n-nv movement is necessary. 
m must be reconstructed. The implications of 
muuisl international are revolu- 
y — the reconstruction of the policy and practice 
the Socialist Partv, The moderates reject this 
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lo yotl, evn . at Us sess, °" m Chicago, May 24 

•", expelled the state organization of the Socialist 

iigan constituting nearly 6.000 members 

trial; suspended the Russian, 

, Lettish, Hungarian, L'kr 

new national executive committee, interna- 



Lithuanian, 

Kramian and South Sta- 



tion of' 



International" for a revolu- 



o^naHoSr- imen ? atio » al sec ^tary and the holding 
or a national convention 5 

have e oartvnffl re 1"^ hist0r * of ' the s °cialist Party 
nave party officials been so lost to all sense of decency 

shin of fift " ia executive committee member- 

rne I tl ' '? • ,° f , whora * ttmtl *« thc ™eti»g, 

xhemtF ' er , W UC S the Wn»«tation does not gran 

d \n.t Ch thC S0cialist Part >' 'Membership never 

did 1 tend any servants of the party to have This 

of the SK P h V eVe J- did ' 10t however aCt as serva "t-s 

ot the party but as dictators and tyrants to defeat the 

SKs"*^ membership an(1 10 pe ™ 

M ^ nb h d j H ev j| ,le as !t nia y seem, seven officials of the 
party had the monumental effrontery to assume the 
"f %i t( LpP el1 aml s »spend 40.000 members. Think 
ot it ! I hat such a dastardly deed should ever be per- 
petrated upon the rank and file of our organization is 
actually beyond the conception of every party member. 
And yet. it was done— it was done by those whom you 
elected to serve you. Instead they are betraying you 
disrupting the organization and their every act at the 
meeting denies the right of the membership to fully 
and freely express itself upon the question of parry 
principles and tactics. 

The objects of the autocratic seven are as plain as 
daylight. Like a tidal wave, the demand for the tactics 
and principles of that kind of Socialism which stands 
true to the working class at all times has swept the 
party. The thousands of comrades of the party who 
were sincerely attempting to convince the party mem- 
bers that a more revolutionary kind of Socialism was 
necessary were known as the "left wing" faction. This 
left wing in our party understood clearly that the 
Scheidemann brand of Socialism stands for the betray- 
al and defeat of the working class and that only the 
Socialism of Liebknecht and Lenin had within it the 
potentialities of success and victory. It was to "res- 
cue" the party from this left wing faction, to clean out 
of it all who stood bravely against pure and simple 
reformism, that the seven tyrannical national executive 
members threw 40.000 members out of the party. 

The following course of events seems to have been 
determined by the autocratic seven very largely by 
caucusing outside of regular sessions and voting as 
a unit: 
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1.— They started with an attack upon the Socialist 
Party of .Michigan. They sensed the fact that the out- 
come of' the referendum elections of a new National 
Executive Committee was doubtful. They knew that 
Michigan would vote overwhelmingly against all mem- 
bers of the wilful] seven running for re-election. So 
they trumped up the charge that the decision of Mich- 
igan not to make campaigns on the basis of reform 
measures constitutes a violation of the Party Consti- 
tution. 

There was no trial, no opportunity for defense 
offered to the Michigan comrades. A motion to allow 
Michigan a chance to interpret their action was voted 
down. The right to appear at a trial was denied. 

Expulsion meant throwing out over three thousand 
Left Wing votes. On with the expulsion of Michigan! 

2. — Hut the expulsion of Michigan was apparently 
not sufficient to decide the elections in favor of the 
reactionary moderates. At a subsequent session, ac- 
cordingly, it was decided to destroy the whole election. 

The N. ft. C. instructed the Secretary not to tabulate 
the vote or to make it public. They nullified the refer- 
endum vote, destroyed the will of the membership in 
order to retain control — and most of these \\ K. C. 
members are on* for re-election, interested parties. 

There were absolutely no valid grounds for this 
drastic action of sabotage. N'o proof of alleged ir- 
regularities was offered. The action was based upon 
the fact that the members of these Federations had 
voted solid against the moderates. 

This sabotage of the will of the membership was 
camouflaged as an "investigation" of the ballots, the 
investigating committee consisting of three of the most 
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specifically prohibits exeeu.' V\tf"^™ "'"' 
mterteriug with the processes of the meml 

It is a violation of the spirit of the nam 
to isolate the party from the currents of re\ 
Socialism now vitalizing every Socialist p a 
world. 

The N. F C. action is equivalent to stealing the 
Jlwtions I he party must act sterol) to rebukfthis 
official chicanery. ' l lls 

3 ._ After this -betrayal of the Party the wilful 
seven seemed to fear the results of the National Con 
vention, which had been called for August Sh A 
way must be devised to control the Convention 
Happy thought: Suspend the federations that have 
endorsed the Left Wing, and we are s-,t\. \ o 
[-"d- ResuIts: g> S uspen S Tonof "& K £ m " 
Letjsh Polish Ukrainian, Lithuanian and South Shvfc 
Federations from the Socialist Party - over thirty 
thousand members—An attempt to assure the election 
of reactionary delegates to the Nationa ConvenHon 
to approve the abominable actions of the NEC 
majority. L lv - l ~ L - 

No written statement of all the charges aeainst 
them was given the translator secretaries Th" 
quest for two weeks time to communicate will 
Executive Committees was voted down \ CJ r « 
was granted them. They were 
kicked out. 

The purpose was clear. 
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It was conscious. It was 
a deliberate move to crush the revolutionary 
now prevailing m the Socialist Partv 

4- Feeling that despite these suspens 
wing might still find itself in the majority at 
nig national convention, in fact, confessing tl at t 
would, they then proceeded to form a corporation the 
majority chrectors of which are of the same stamp as 
the wdfu 1 seven, and mto the hands of these directors 
is to he placed the entire property of the Socialist Partv 
including the new headquarters building upon which 
.S.o.ooo has been paid. These directors can not be 
recalled by the party members, can not be 
by the national executive committee and ouh 
these directors leave the Socialist Party 01 
chance expelled do they cease being directors. 

One member of the N. E. C. confessed openly til 
they wanted such arrangement that thev could contra' 
the property "for Socialism" even if the Convent 
was captured by the opposition. 

When we remember that most of the wilfull sevei 
are candidates for re-election to the national 
committee and candidates for election as int.,, 
delegates, who knew themselves defeated and fullv 
derstood that official machinery of the party 
to pass into the hands of the left wing, the" re 
ary element, then these acts to retain control 
doubly despicable. Then, although unconstitutional 
ihey are also shown up as hysterical attempts on the 
part of the present inactive, inefficient official 
perpetuate itself in office against the will of th 
membership. 

But thesfc desperate tactics of the right wing members 
of the national executive committee must not he con- 
trued alone as a frantic effort of defeated officials to 
retain control of the party. This is part and parcel of 
the controversy upon principles and tactics in the party. 
It is the struggle between the right wing and the left 
wing, between moderate petty bourgeois Socialism and 
revolutionary proletarian Socialism. 

The moderates on the national executive committee 
show no realization of the problems of the international 
revolution. They do not see the need of reconstructing 
the party policy in accord with the experience gained 
by our comrades in Europe, or do not act toward that 
end. 

The crisis is serious. It affects the future of Social- 
ism and the proletariat. We are confident that rev- 
olutionary Socialism will conquer the party. It will 
prevail despite the sabotage of the wilfull seven. Let 
no comrade feel disheartened. Not one member should 
quit the party. In fact, every member should work 
with might and main to get members and build, build, 
build. We know the game of the moderates. They 
want the left wing to desert the party, leaving the party 
machinery and property in the hands of the autocrats. 
They will be disappoined in this. I** very radical So- 
cialist will stick and stick to the end. 

Insist that the referendum votes upon the election of 
a new national executive committee be counted and 
made public. Insist that the expulsion of Michigan 
and the federations shall not prevail. Second the re- 
ferendum motions to reverse the acts of the wilfull 
seven, acts unconstitutional and most outrageous. Rally 
to the left wing, comrades, for to the left wing belongs 
the fiiture of Socialism. 

The slogan of the moderates is "Split the party 
for moderate petty bourgeois Socialism." The slogan 
of the left wing is — "Conquer and unite the party for 
revolutionary Socialism, for the Communist Inter- 
national/' 
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The Left Wing Sweeps Massachusetts 



UK State Convention of the Socialist Party 
Massachusetts, held at Allston, May 30, 3* 

I Iuitc r. a complete victory was scored by 

Lcfl \\"mg, by revolutionary Socialism. On all 
dnmeiital issues and resolutions, the Left Wing 
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lorily issued a protest against the decision 
trillion in send two delegates to the Left 
t, , r i,,., |ntie 2r, on the ground that this 
I (In- pnrh constitiition. The protest was 
,]-. :■ gales, representing Finnish branches, 
row from flu- convention. The moderates 
lo hold a rump convention of their own, but it 
ri fizzle; afier which some Of the Finnish dele- 
returned In the Tarty Convention. The protest 
made a pan of the convention record, with the 
ncii! 1 1 1 :i 1 the party constitution -does not forbid 
jreuecs of the membership for purposes of agi- 
t within the party for changes in policy and 

is convention marked a real revolution in the 
list l'.n iv nf Massachusetts. Last year the Left 
; v,.' in the minority, as in all previous conven- 
f'.tii in one year the Left has conquered power, 
important resolutions will indicate the r;evolu- 
ry ^ijiril of the Convention. This is the resolu- 
->n 1 lie f.c-fi Wing Manifesto and Program: 

Ihc international Socialist movement is 

oce^s of reorganization, accepting a new militant 

and prnclirc in accord with-the revolutionary 

of ihc epoch of the final struggle against 

nlij in : and 

licrea . tin new Communist International alone 
senls revi-lulionary Socialism, with which every 
list Party adhering to fundamental Socialism 
: he it I he re fore 

Ij the Socialist Party of Massachusetts, 
ivemion a*., embled, that we accept the Left Wing 
f< to and Program as a basis for reconstructing 
rational plat form and policy of the Party, and 
it with the Socialism of the Bolshevik-Spar- 
Internationa]." 

cognizing the necessity "of organizing all the 

- L :": Wing elements of the Socialist 

" in order "lo conquer the Party for the revolu- 

Iruggle," the convention resolved: 
-To urge all locals of the party to elect dele- 
to (h< National Conference of the Left Wing of 
jpi ialjsl i'arty. June 21, on the 'basis of one dele- 
i"!' ' ■ p -.'. 1 members or less. 

the Convention itself elect two delegates 
the Left Wing Conference." 

elected were John Eallam, editor 
c organ, The Nezv England Worker, 

oitlr. Slate Secretary. 

■■ 1 lass struggle in action, the conven- 

p following resolution on the Winni- 
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working class of America to J ef «£ " ic proletarian era! topics are very much interested i n ^g 

rights by means of united and wcr|etK: P ^ ^ bodl! y'— aod can be stirred to *^<* 

mass action-liberate, the political pr .so «« ^/ ns . < T he next step is a mass meeting ^£\ 

class by general H.t.cal ^^J^bSge by de- the gates Speakers m overalls <£, be b&*t 

assert your right.s of free speech and ^^^ y rhe between departments or shops in order E^W 
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tion in Finland and the atrocities 



tection by bosses, or brought in from" t ~L" J : 

"Then comes the strike, which up to th* ^ - 
been outrageously neglected by the Sodali-t" *** *» 
almost completely to the labor fakirs of th*^ ^ 
L. Socialist activity in the shops means m 
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Turn to the Left! 

Local Battle Creek, Michigan, has adopted this no- 
tion : "That Local Battle Creek go on record as sanc- 
tioning the Left Wing movement" Annt .A 

Local Salt Lake City, Utah, on May 27, adopted 
the following resolution: 

"Whereas, the Socialist Party of the United States 
has ceased to function as a proletarian revolutionary 
organization; and . . 

"Whereas, political action alone has proven inefficient 
and must be supported by revolutionary industrial ac- 
tion; therefore be it 

"Resolved, that we, the members of the Salt Lake 
City local of the Socialist Party of the United States 
heartily approve and endorse the Manifesto of the 
Left Wing Section of the Socialist Party of New York 
City ; and be it further 

"Resolved, that we demand that the next convention 
of the Socialist Party adopt the principles outlined in 
the above mentioned Manifesto as the National Plat- 
form of the Socialist Party of the United States." 

Local Salt Lake City further endorsed and accepted 
TJie Revolutionary Age as its official party paper. 

A split took place at the Convention of the Jewish 
Federation of the Socialist Party, held in Boston, May 
30-June 1. The convention was packed by the reaction- 
ary minority. About one-third the delegates, repre- 
sentating a* least 2500 members of the Federation's 
booo- members, seceded and organized the Jewish Com- 
munist Federation. 

The German Federation of the Socialist Party, at 
its Convention in Rochester last week, endorsed the 
Left Wing Manifesto; and decided that, should the 
Emergency Convention not accept the Manifesto as 
the basis for a new platform, to withdraw from the 
Socialist Party. 



by the membership itself of unionized ^/' 
of bargaining with the bosses by union 55y.*1 
fraction of the funds that Socialists collect f 
support of strikes were used for organized n» 
the country would assume a new 



aspect 



The resolution accepting the Communist Interna- 
tional was adopted amidst inspiring enthusiasm : 

"Whereas, the National Executive Committee of the 
bociahst Party in January aligned our Party with the 
■soc.al-patr.otic 'international' at Berne representing 

«wu rSt , elem , ents of the old ^ternational ; and 
Whereas the N. E. C at its recent session repudi- 
rtl ^"f , bUt e f all y/ e P«diated the Communist Int- 
ernational formed at Moscow-a miserable dodging of 
the issue characteristic of the compromising fie 



■ rviaiisl Party of Massachusetts, in conven 
[•niMt'd. grevfs the general strike of the work 
\ inuipfg rutd Toronto as one of the 
ip' in Ihc great struggle of th 
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\\ nuiipcg and Toronto workers; but it is of 
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workers of Russia, Communist Ger- 

'•" Hungary; u provides stimulus and inspir- 

irl u»g class struggle all over the world. 

'! loronto .strike proves that the 

dead, that it cannot break the 
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tion, 
brief time. 

,"*The strike in itself in most cases is { m 
as* a method of propaganda than of materS^ 
Meetings and leaflets during strikes are imy 
means of proletarian mass education that S*T 
cannot afford to neglect. Mass education does 
with the old prejudice of 'won' and 'lost' tL 
Every strike is won if the masses are stirred tac- 
tion and receive an education in class consefoaJfj 
and the class war,— where 'lost' means simplyTtear! 
orary retreat and preparation for a new attack aS 
the enemy — Capitalism. 

"Shop committees provide real useful work far 
every Socialist himself, and brings into action the wo- 
lletarian masses — the regiments of the Social ReroJu. 
tion." 

The final resolution adopted by the convention was 
one severely condemning the N. E. C. for its xssam- 
atory actions at the recent sessions: 

"The National Executive Committee of the Social- 
ist Party, at its session of May 24-30, derided: 

"1. — To expel the Socialist Party of the State of 
Michigan, for alleged violation of the national plat- 
form and constitution of the party,— without girhj 
the Michigan comrades a hearing. 

"2. — To refuse to tabulate and make public the 
votes on the 'recent party referendum to elect mem- 
bers of the N. E. C, international delegates and inter- 
national secretary. 

"3. — To approve the expulsion from the party of 
the Left Wing branches of. Local New York, andtbe 
expulsion of Locals Queens, Kings, Buffalo, Rocke- 
ter, Tonawanda and language branches, 

"4. — To suspend from the party the Russian. Ir- 
tish. Polish, Lithuanian, Ukranian, South Slavic art 
Hungarian Federations of the party, becanse the* 
Federations are Left Wing. ^. 

"The purpose of these usurpatory actions, wW 
expel at least 40,000 revolutionary members frorp « 
Socialist Party, is to retain control of the ^[jj 
the ipettv bourgeois reformers by means of (a) st 
ing the elections, which have overwhelmingly b- 
ored the Left Wing candidates, and (b) by p» 
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the convention. 

'Comrades ! The convention of the SooaujL ^ 
of Massachusetts protests vigorously a^ 1 ! 151 ."^. 
rageous actions of the I\ T . E. C— the majori i). 
bers of which are traitors to Socialism. » e ^ 
our solidarity with the expelled comrades. 

"We demand: ^ 

"i.—An immediate re-instatement for the 
gan comrades. 

"2.— The immediate recall of the n** 100 -* fe 
mg the Language Federations, this suspf^' ^ 
a violation of the national Party constitun 0^ ^ 
gives power of suspension or expulsion w ^ 
and local organizations, on which ground 
to ^recognize this suspension. b - - 

"3- — The immediate tabulation and P u 
the votes on the referendum election. 

"We urge the Socialist Partv of Xfi*rn,e3-- ^ 
cognize its expulsion, and still function as 
•st Party of Michigan. ^^ to & 

W e suggest to the suspended F ^"r n ; 22 o* s ' „ 
within the party as members of state organ ^ * 
. "We urge that Left Wing delegates & ^ & 
the convention of August 30. The revoru- 
cialists are the Socialist Party. 

'Our answer to the brutal, reactionary _ stn g 
must be a more intense and uncomprwrn*' l fytfP 
to conquer the Partv for revolutionary 
for the Communist International." 

The convention, finaltv. urges that V** ' ^^ 
fry Age become the centra! organ of ^t^As^A 
VVing of the Socialist Party, and rccomn* of ^ U> 
Hostun placing the Age at the dispo»' 
"ing Conference. 
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nught he netsi tor a new kind ^i Socialist consc 
itess in a new epoch oi htstorv 

t | ■ s. 

Tlie Committee proceeds with its task 
'" 1 he metluxi;- nhe method/- "the metlvxl" -that 
is the constant complaint, supported by sweeping een* 
es and accusations based on most petty items of 
detail nneorrolwated and not ovw to answer One 
would never suspect that there is anything involved in 
th.s Rood oi riRhteous indignation other than the ac- 
cumulation ot details of ' totality*" 

Out with the elections— that was the wholesale 
order tor this morning. The Federations will be 
the carpet tonight Elections aside-pending inves 
ptiou tor "irregularities'-— the mathematical orob- 
jem is hov, to regulate the further espukion so as to 
insure a "safe" Com em ion. 

Because of this cancellation of elections until the 

Convention meets, the Committee itself calk a Sws 

cut Convenhon, Goebej, Work, Hogan, go <* record 

that ihe election issue is the onh en^ergenci Shin- 

ejlwes that there is an Emergency- aside f rub 

Wagenkneclu and Katterfeld ., 

extepi as ro t tw election 
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he dtsatvsmn opened with a statement by Goebel 
*w the initiation ot the referendnms n 

KWely fraudulent f heeau<e the 

.instead of from memheV 

tjdttet the method of cai 

the -onen shameless method oi 

awannanied with m f -mom " 

thmtgli the Milwaukee Uid^ „ Far as S3 
distnci is concerned, pleaded for the re-election of 
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Motion 



Monday evening session, May 26th. 

whereas, and 
Socialist Party 



by KraKt : whereas, ana 
let W.000 members of the 
ended! Ml the "whereases of the Kraff 
■ e based on the language of a protest against 
on of foreign branches in New York, the 
, ie signed by the Translator-Secretaries of 
Lettish " Lithuanian, Ukrainian, Hun- 
Slavlc and Polish Federations. The 
; transaction shows its purely arbitrary 
nature: il shows on its face how every 
used i" disfranchise the opposition ni 
control 



the coming Emergency Con- 
ihe present officialdom. 
if New York had volunteered to the N. L. 
allegations of fact and sweeping charges 
1] voting by Federation branches on the 
the meagre showing of facts 
mixed by the Committee; no explicit 
re made against any particular ones of the 
: nobody was asked or given the chance 
lerber's assertions. It became evident as 
n proceeded that the Federations had been 
the elections by holding back of ballots; 
sing votes bad 'been freely kept out, or 
^eS after receipt in the New York office, 
ikee. for instance, the Federations were re- 
jts from the County office, and these finally 
;re imported from Minnesota. In Chicago, 
branch of 300 members was given 35 bal- 
ds lime no more need be said about the 
/hich are to he "investigated," than that 
tothing definite enough before the N. E. C. 
to the elections upon which to base any 
against the Federations. This the Committee 
:ognized. 
ie insistence of the Translator-Secretaries on tol- 
uice for the adherents of the Left Wing was con- 
ined as "disloyalty" to the party platform and a 
breach of the party constitution. Judgment being 
duly entered, the "trial" began. 

jcument of protest stated that the Executive 

of Local New York and of Xew York 

arbitrarily expelled three Federation 

that the National Executive Secretary had 

ese expulsions as arising from the affilia- 

ese branches with the Left Wing Section ; 

this action was not only a disgrace to the 

ialist movement, but that "the Russian, Lithuanian, 

Lettish, 1'krainian. Hungarian, and South Slavic Fed- 



erations h: 



d the Left VV 



lg program, recog- 



THE REVOLUTIONARY^?. 



Saturday, j^ ? 



. a- P*rfv almost the sa ^ e ?. en *? nces ' ! s used by ryv ^ 
The Counter-revolution in the r^arty pamphU? .^^hstn^tten ne arlv 

(Continued from page jive) 
appeared in the Minnesota 0%**^ f™\™ll 
paper, in February and again ^arch o \ he ^ /rgani- 



"endorsement of the Left Wng program. 

Comrade Wagenknecht added that the l-eii 6 

movement was a natural expression at tins .time 



it llie must advanced expression of revolu- 
•ialist principles, and we declare that these 
> will brook no opposition to the stand they 
and will not consider as valid any propos- 
nv Fxecutive Committee, either county, 
itioiial, to recede from that position. We 
isider that any Executive Comittee has any- 
right to pass on the legality of the Left Wing posi- 
tion, as far as the party law is concerned.* The "de- 
mand-" were for rescinding the Xew York expulsions, 
with censure of the officials responsible; also for "a 
nd unequivocal expression" by the N. E. C. as 
iliitmle toward the Left Wing position, "inas- 
lueh as no such expression has as yet come from the 
tlional Executive Committee.*' 

"Such a drastic statement," anounced Committee- 

m Im a fit. "calls for drastic action on the part of the 

ceculive Committee." After his series of "wherc- 

isting of citations of the sentences, above 

"in defiance of the rules of the Socialist 

ne the motion that these seven Federations 

uspeuded until further notice." 

ided by Shiplacot'f. "It is the only 

f> for us. . . . Two weeks ago I would not 

id st)/' ( h i s during these two weeks that 

f the party election returns have become 

Slnplacon" argued that ihe main business of 

he party has been that of a political party; an Amcr- 

party to develop an American political 

sed on the principles of Socialism. The 

faciliatc propaganda 

nalistic influence and 

many, at both extremes. The 

ui the minority; we must build on 

(The Indians? [n tlu j steel, 

otbmg ami woolen industries, the 

is 64$ The "native" prole- 

here is no proletarian 

\nienea which 



Socialist parties of every country. 

reasoned, he condemned the action of the Committee^ 
"If this is your stand, then 1 want to be counted in 

"Seymou^edman comes out of this discussion with 
the clear distinction of being the only one of the 
majority members of the N. E. C. who was frank 
enough to admit that the question of methods of bring- 
ing about the party change was beside the point; and 
that the organized voting of the Left Wing branches 
was entirely proper ; and that, in general, the attempt 
to organize the Left Wing for capture of the party for 
their view point was legitimate and commendable for 
its efficiency. His argument was that there is- a fun- 
damental difference of understanding of the purposes 
of the Socialist Party upon which there must be a 
split. (He did not explain why he and his associates 
should not "suspend" themselves, instead of the suc- 
cessful opposition). The psychology of the Amer- 
ican is to approach politics in an immediate way, and 
this is the basis upon which the Socialist Party started. 
It has developed a real political character in Wis- 
consin, New York, and to some extent in Ohio. Other- 
wise it has existed as an organization for education — 
education for the time when the revolution takes place. 
He has no fault to find with such an organization. 
The question is : shall we maintain ourselves as a poli- 
tical party? That is, a party for regular political 
campaigns, on current issues, with real purpose of 
winning offices, not campaigns as propaganda camou- 
flage. Or shall we be a party with politics as an in- 
cidental affair? He is for politics, and others are 
against this stand because they cannot vote. They 
would be happy if Berger is not seated. (Because of 
their ideas about use of parliamentarism, or fcecause 
fU-rger is Berger?) Stedman wants more Milwaukee 
.Socialism. 
Comrade Stilsou then asked if this meant that all 
!• , Left Wing was to be thrown out? Stedman 
replied frankly that this was the sense in which he 
would vote. No other member of the Committee 
made answer. 

The debate was continued by Comrade Wagen- 
knecht If there is to be a test of what the plrty 

expelling. Let everybody vote for delegates to the 

»:r™.xxv£«:t , ; i ;,:;.";' "r 1 ™ •- 
« «. c™,„„„ a. »rsi , s*~j-t 

E£ffiS*.sr*S3SR 

movement has been almost u T . ; ^^P^king 
lv taken to control the r, .' V 1011 ,s obviOUS- 

confession o k , ' , / V ' H?" action is a 

fundamentally to 1 to UZ&nfT^ ' ma * bc ch,e - 
^coming too much \» IZ ' . ^ ^K P ^y is 
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^^ !* emphasi, 

at.ons in response to t e rfvl .5 P artlC «lar Feder- 
talian revolution Jl^^\ *«*& Th 
1,;,ll:m Federation. 1. „ 'if J i rt,u ,nfl «x into th 



danced 



It look some 
'eminent 



the 



^nv-ctum of the SnvieiToV^L!:"* t0 bri,1 S the 



packi 



\ IT. 



lariat 1 
piemen 
inembi 
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surpasses in calibre the 
up 01 tliese seven Federations) 
mwanian Translator Secretary, lames Stil 
spokesman for the Federations. He pointed 
tnw was the first statement of the official 
'UkW toward the left Wing: that at its 1= 
'" January, the X. R. C. knew of the Left 
movement withm tin- party, but did no, act 
presumably because it had no 
let, i le denied that this 
origin, showing its del 




• r « should be ; t Ton 

lui, ~ J"uge-likc Kara 



«!■ . ' 'V'—' Ilia, this movemem wSTi.ST^ tOF"*" ' ^ V S. ST** »> Com 
origin showing Us definite organization early In u- ^T" y c » rr ««<« win, i, , V w| ' lk ' Mttory of r«. v 



dist 



lls IU lo 



""a lion 



ljaiu[«»« "■■ "J"—-""" "".-«-u nearly s^t, *; 
ago. Our profound historian" anaJ^J y^ 
Wing movement and Syndicalism as thVni e C 
a handful of intellectuals, of exagg eralefi J^' r: ~ 
ignoring completely the real social and rJv* " 
of the two vital challenges— both mass ri 
against the reformist parliamentarism of th^ 1 ^ 
International; the challenge against its «or r ^i 
the challenge against its tactics of a 'doHh T 11 ' 
unrelated to the proletariat and its special ^ * 
tion and power. It is all a matter of 'W,.*, , 
the 'leaders," as O'Neal reads history) >h ° 
The acknowledged spokesman L r the ra- 
the Committee, after explaining the psveru^' '" 
radicalism and, much as Nordau deals with^ * 
reducing it all to a formula of emotional hiJn ^ 
ceeded to explain further that the Left VVi ^'^ 
the influence of the Russian Revolution "I ' *"*" 
transplant foreign policies and graft them a l0 
country. Xo uniform methods can be adonteH f * n ^ 
out the world. (Evidently the imoerialii;™"^ 



imperialistic dinl3 
O'Neal. hecZ ?! 5 



own So- 



at Paris did not consult with U'Neal, because 
"internationalism" is much more that a form i*. 
phrases.) No uniform methods can be a! 
throughout the world (for each country it 
cialism, no matter that the nationalistic 
are but units of the world Capitalism arrayed ar 
the world social revolution). We have been toob 
dominated by the German Social' Democracy an d 2 
not want now to subject ourselves to Russian dom 
ation (therefore we remain as we are, i. e., under Ger 
man domination). 

A large part of O'Neal's argument concerned itsd 
with the fact that Soviet imitation is not now hi; 
ally justified in the United States, which is a 
criticism. But not of the Left Wing, because the 
of the Soviet in the Communist program goes with tiie 
actual period of revolution, and so it is stated in the 
Left Wing programs. The acceptance of the Bolshe- 
vik analysis of the present period as the era of world 
social revolution, the realization of finance-imperial- 
ism as the final stage of Capitalism, and the acceKance 
of a general revolutionary tactic in conformity with 
the present stage of struggle, does not mean a copying 
of the Russian experience in the United States without 
the fullest recognition of every special element in oar 
situation. O'Neal insists rather upon the diffemw 
as fundamental, whereas passing history answers thai 
it is the sameness and unity of the struggle in all coun- 
tries which is fundamental. 

O'Neal inadvertently, yet Quite conclusively, dispos- 
ed of the test of revolutionary-mindedness arising from 
convictions under the Espionage Act. They were "all 
a matter of chance," instancing Krafft's sentence tohvt 
years "for hardly saying anything." To this tromc 
truth must be added the reservation that there is « 
clear record of a National Security League hounding 
of a f-ew outstanding champions of the working"^ 

Comrade Katterfeld put the responsibility for w 
present party confusion directly on the N. E- L - 
its failure to call a Convention. The Left Wmg«JJ 
iz.ation within the party organization was necessa ) 
the only means of allowing the party t0 . f i llK l tl ?";. t] j c h 

There was one thing in the whining of Uocbc n 
the writer has noted. He was sure that what n 
would be forgotten. Goebel was still hope 
Finns and Germans. 

The Federation matter 
next afternoon. 
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27th 



■id- 



Tuesday morning, M j v 
Motion by Goebel that an Emergency 
be called for Labor Day. Amendment by *\ llfl ent 
that it be called for August 2nd. 0n * h ^fL5* 
the minority members, Katterfeld and >J a s L W i^ 
were joined' by Shiplacoff. The date voted *** ^. 
30th, and the place, Chicago. The number 
ates, as at St. Louis, 200. 



Tuesday afternoon* 



«** 



Comrade Keracher. as State Secretary, > l l oi ;ih* 
fore the Committee to get official confirnw^tig 
action taken against the Michigan party- , c ;, I 
guess, one of the Committee stated ^' 






action taken: that the charter 






evoked. The reason? O'Neal was ^ lM ;\ 



['« reply and haughtily put the Conw 
vel °! e »lten«g imo explanations^ ai*^^^ 



Comrade Keracher, slating mere 



that the ai^;^ 



advocacy plank of the Michigan plat'° rl 
ation of the National Party law. K . , 

Secretary tiermer then assumed i' H> u, 
Y 'tmg attoriie) againsi the Federations 
them with attempting to dominate the ]» v 
resolution anrainsi th< % - Vtnnestv ConveiiU" ^,,; s ^, 



50 "" oft ""»m e iSlP™«bely Kn„v, 



attempting 
t»on against the Amnest) 
igmated in one of the Federation onjcj*. ^tfj 
'•egttlar referendum proposition, handler' 
way, but apparently it was intrusive l«'j, - y 
?W to question the wisdom of the N ; .^ 
'"need, was the righteous indignation 01 ^ 



s . and 



Germer detailed the Rp 1 ' 
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Saturday, June 7, 1919 



npHE expected happened. 

I Once again moderate "Socialists" have been 

X tried and have met all expectations of those 

who know them. Tins on May iSth and toth mo 

when the Socialist Party of Cook County, Illinois 

held Its convention and adopted a Left Wine platform 

I repeat, the moderate ''Socialists" i„ this conven' 

tion ran true to form Not being in Germany thev 

could not muster machine guns, poison gas and bav 

onets against the revolutionary Left Wing that domiii 

atcd the Cook County convention. The moderates 

answered the organized decisions and ideas of the 

Left with venomous vituperation, dilatory tactics- and 

failing in these, tried the wiles and blandishments 

of sentimental appeal about "comradeship" and "partv 

unity." ' y 

"Let us keep party unity" pleaded the exponents 

of the moderates, only to follow this plea by boltine 

the convention. Some of the bolters threatened to 

organize another party; others considered the feas 

ibility of purchasing space in the capitalist dailies' to 

tell the public just why they, the moderates, bolted the 

convention^ Brilliancy indeed ! 

As a quiet observer' of the convention, I had ample 
opportunity and provocation to reflect upon the con- 
duct of the reactionary minority with their mental 
incapacity to adjust themselves to a new historical 
situation. 

If the reactionary moderates deemed partv unitv 
of importance, why did they bolt the convention' 5 
Couldn't they tolerate the proposal, "All power to the 
workers"? They didn't have enough poise to main- 
tain a philosophical, unperturbed attitude when thev 
saw their middle class reforms thrown into the discard 
by the convention. Middle class rule in the Socialist 
Party was very pleasant for a few while it lasted 
From the moment the rank and file awoke to endorse 
the revolutionary Left Wing, with its demand for 



. THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE 



Chicago-Running True to Form 



mass action 
the workers 



By Barnet Braverman 

, with ih 



insistence upon "All nower to 



ivcuess as their only weapon 
the platform resolution that led the r< 
. nmonty lo bolt the convention: 
latist Party |>latfnrnw. proceeding on (he [>a«is 
mnvwn mi, , KK ;i,Hl rri '' ,L - rni/i »R that the Socialist 
.',; . ' "» tea come into the historical period of rev- 
str,, C Ki;/;;" l ^^/;::. n . , . :,i , n / ,fl explanation of the clan 
f'T ;i dictators! 



>n;nv 



Of !hc 



ttemand for ;il! power to Hie workers. 
- -.J of ihc proletariat. 

™ZT\ P, "' f r rm " f Sn ' ia,is '» «n«oi Proceed 

I* tests, i»i,| must conform to the general 

retain,* the attainment of local power 

re Ro;t1 of RHimnn national power. There 

>!<*ms within the terms of the class Strtlg- 

rohlem of eapitalisl vs. proletarian dom- 

articiUar evils of national. Mate and citv 

' merely illustrative of the central proh- 

v «'c so presented: thev should not he 

hasL of" W r" g '?. hc rcmcf l'«'. ifm by item, as the 

farm n 5 r ' pn ' , 1 t,cal activity. The municipal plat- 

nntv ?L T I ,,k n a " ° M,cr P'«form S can contain 

n-cr t " t t T T' nf ' : f r P °, Wer tn t,,e workers - local 

r? i " r ,,as,s of """tiler gains." 

1 lie above section was adopted bv 

[V 3. After the vote was 

morphosed itself into a 

to sabotage the n 

their fear bv refin 

P? '-' 

ItlCal =«**"»« -1 - I" 



platform, sitnph 
to the immerlir 
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vote of 389 to 
taken the Right Wing meta- 
ihrieking bedlam, determined 
invention. The moderates displayed 
sine to oppose their real reformist 
to that of tlv Left which called fot 
iction until "All power to the workers"' becomes 
™ estahi ,sh«f fact The action, the bedlam, of the 
Right VVmg Socialists" revealed the bankruptcy of 
their policy as fundamentally 
a nolicv adapted to the needs of 
Socialism, 

The moderates w< re ch 
which one revolutionary i 



counter-revolutionary 

state Capitalism versus 



Tmed at 
ink :1 fu- 



tile manner u 
' another was 



adopted by the convention n-. r , 
membership knew vrhal they wanted 
wasnt opportunity for rtn , 
mentary trickery and bullyfi g 
convention was done openi; in 

tins only served to infuriate the oM - : 

of the moderates found expi 

of proletarian dictatorship and 

hundred appeals from the decfckm oi I 

the sole purpose of delaying the ; - : i ir - , on . 

vent [on. J may add that I have set - , |, 

Inil never did I think il possible for ii 

pOSCd to bear -onic prestige to he a 

Brmtnds for attack as the modi - 

"Cheap" would be an appropriate, trull- 

to apply to their antics. 

The "Amnesty" convention. betnn p -■ • 
class interests, was repudiated by the Lei 
cgates by more than two-thirds vote, 
ained by the Left Wj ng that it is futile 
a government that incarcerated the poll tea - nd lass 
war prisoners, and equally as useless 
bourgeois organizations inherently rearti • , : . ,i r . 

But the action of the moderate "Socialists" at thi« 
convention was not surprising in the least, not more 
so than the performances of the modcraf 
of New York and in Germany. In Chicago, the re- 
actionary minority ran true to form in thei 
tion to proletarian revolution. 

"All power to the workers" has a wider anneal to 
the needs of the proletariat than such insjpid Rergcr- 
estpie. reactionary middle class reforms as cheaper 
gas. milk, car fare. The Left Wing demand, "All 
power to the workers" is a demand for action, now 
and all the time, for the proletariat to seize Power, 
and consciously to determine the establishment of a 
republic for workers. 



opposi- 



(Continued from page six) 
several of the Federations during the past two years 
)g that the recent progress was artificially stim- 
He read translations from the Lithua 



The Counter-revolution in the Party 



l-Ydi 



ttion, (ii 



protest. 






insisttn 

' a e ;- w ■ ~" % ' L. n . M .auuiia Hum uie i.uiuianian 

iper to instance attacks on the X. F. C. and support 

f the Left Wing. (These articles, bv the way, as well 
as all the statements of the Translator-Secretaries in- 
volved, wer<^ of such clear, consistent, and aggressive 
character as to give the highest possible encouragement 
for the future of the Socialist movement in America.) 

It appeared then that O'Neal and Shiplacoff had 
spent a good part of the night in revamping the 
"whereases" of the Krafft motion. Krafft promptly 
withdrew his motion and the more formal motion was 
entered by Shiplacoff. Evidently the weakening Cent- 
rists had been stiffened up in caucus. All this is highly 
significant because it proves of itself that the desire 
was to get rid of certain votes, which were too well 
organized for the conquest of the party for revolution- 
ary Socialism— and the reasons for the "suspension" 
had to be discovered after the act. 

Comrade Stilson spoke at some length for the Fed- 
erations, without being presented with any definite 
charge except that the Federations were for the Left 
Wing and therefore "unconstitutional." He read the 
party constitution and showed clearly that there was 
nothing in the constitution upon which the Committee 
could base its power to take this action. He showed 
that there arc many Left Wing locals still in the partv. 
m relation to which the N, E. C. took no action, leaving 
the party in a condition of "chow chow." The Feder- 
ations are in the Left Wing; that is true. They made 
^•ates for the party elections; they will do so again. 
H hen the N. E .C. was insistenly asked for an Emer- 
gency Convention, it declared for an Amnesty Con- 
vention. There was no fight against the Left Wing 
until the officials realized that the party machinery was 
about to slip out of their hands. 

Then, after all this discussion, and after all these 
expulsions, came the pronouncement of Shiplacoff: 
J he Left Wing movement doesn't exist." To which 
Stilson rejoined: "Then what are you talking about?" 
fo the complaint that there was no other way out, 
Stilson answered: "You join the Labor Party and let 
'he Socialist Party take care of itself." 

Note, then, thai as to the South Slavic Federation 
there was nothing before the Committee except the 
signature on the protest against the New York cxpul- 
Kjons; that the Secretary made clear that the member- 
■ip'of this Federation had not yet acted on the Left 

ing program. As to the Polish Federation, the 
entire case was the Translator-Secretary had affixed 
H is name to the protest after it was completed, not 



iltinga.Mii reaeration, the signature on the 
and not one other word in any other connect ion. 

Comrade Wagenknecht pointed out that the com- 
rades in Yew ^ ork have been np against a well-organ- 
ized official machine for a long time, and that this 
situation should have been taken care of long ago. This 
is the son of' thing which brings about factional ex- 
tremes. _ But we must keep the big issues in mind. 
the Lett Wing expressions arc membership expres- 
sions They show that the party is in good health. 
I he members should not wait for Conventions to ex- 
press their opinions for them, but have the right all 
the tune to propose changes within the partv, It was 
these same Secretaries who came before this Com- 
mittee to protest against sending delegates to the Berne 
Conference, which shows that thev have been more 
accurate in their understanding of the world situation 
than the Committee itself. "Your hurry exposes your 
motives." Only the two Left Wing members of the 
X. F. C. voted for the Convention three months ago. 
Comrade Katterfeld recalled the factional organiz- 
ation within, the X. F. C. itself to repudiate the St. 
Louis platform. « our members of the Committee 
nearly succeeded in defeating the will of the member- 
ship, expressed by a twelve to one vote, Four mem- 
bers who were pro-war now constitute a majority of 
ihc minority which is taking the partv into its own 
hands at litis time. (These four are ( loebel, Hogan, 
Koll and Krafft. the other three, Work, O'Neal and 
Shiplacoff, with Stcdman absent at this time). 

The amendment to delay the "trial" two weeks was 
flcfcated. 2 to 7. The resolution of "suspension" was 
passed, 7 to 2: Later, the "suspension" was given 
practical interpretation as expulsion by ordering the 
Translator-Secretaries to vacate their offices by June 
tot li. 

* * 

Wednesday nwnit'liq, Afny iHth 



report of the Investigating Committee is received. 
Fleeted to this Committee: Arnold (Milwaukee). 
Brandt (St. Louis), Branstetter (Chicago).— all of 
the Rigli Wing. 

+ * * 

Thursday. May 2Cfth. 

The Organization Department was abolished. 

Comrade Wagenknecht has been in charge nf ibis De- 
partment for several months, and this was the method 
of getting rid of him. though Wagenknecht explained 
thai lie had intended to resign at ihi-* session. 

Katterfeld drily commented that he would vote for 
this action as consistent with the other actions of the 
Committee. It is absurd to retain an Organization 
Department after the actions already taken. 

'I he Vmnesiy Convention was postponed to Septem- 
ber isth, after Ilarnes. who has been cmpl 
organize this affair, made his report. 

Stedman appeared again to state that he was in- 
formed that the Executive Committee of the South 
Slavic Federation was opposed to the declarations of 
their Translator-Secretary. This was a pretty com- 
mentary on ihc action of the X. E. C .. hut the Com- 
mittee decided not to open up its action until • 
with further information. 

The further business oi the Thursday and Friday 
sessions was the issuing of proclamations and a state- 
ment of the party stand. The original drafl of this 
statement was b\ Hillquit. and Ihe statement as 
adopted will he taken \\y in a special article. 

The closing sessions were marked In 
su ranee on the part of the majority, with <iucn admis- 
sions that the confidence of the minority fnr .1 Left 
Wing victory in the Coin cut ion, in spite of al 
sions, was warranted. 
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\ communication was re 
Party to get together with th 
platforms were so much alike 
however, was quite in point, (i 
responsiveness to the idea, but 1 
taken. 

O'Neal moved to request locals not to initiate ief- 
erendums until after the Convention. The vote was 
S to 4, whereupon the 2 majority members changed 
their votes to make it 7 to j. There was some senti- 
ment for a complete ban against refcrendnms, Imi this 
was rather too strong, so the Committee went no 
further than this "request." 



t consn- 
efi W ing 
rty and the mmrdeti issur- 
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there was some heckling about the right of mem- 
having taken part in the conference between the Secre- hers of X. F. C. to see the referendum votes, which 
taries. There was no report of action by the Polish were concluded this dav. May 28th. It was tinalh 
Federation on the Left Wing program. As to the ordered that the vote should be kept secret until the 
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tion is mi. Every St 
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for the delegates to the 
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Party expulsions can no more kill tli<- Socialism of 
(he social revolution than the imprisonments, deport 
ations and brutalities of our capitalist master class. 
The Left Wing speaks for ilv Socialism which is 
marching along with world historv. while the jxtrty 
officialdom is still of those who make the proletarian 
oppression a game of political nothingness. The Left 
Wing must become the party. 
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The Soviet Conquers 



By N. Lenin 

NOTHING is firm in a revolution except what has 
been achieved by the masses of the people. It 
will therefore be sufficient to reccord in writing 
our real and solid conquests. 

The founding "of the Third (Communist) Interna- 

«ona! at Moscow on March 2d, 1919, was the expres- 

110.I only of the Russian proletarian masses, but 

Muse of all nations of Russia, Germany, Austria, 

igarv, Finland, Switzerland, in a word of the pro- 

•'"» masses of the world. 

is i> precisely the reason why the founding- of the 
ml (Communist) International is a lasting work 
1'i't four months ago it was still impossible to say that 
the |>o W cr of Soviets, the Soviet form of the state, 
cftnsimiicd an international achievement. There was 
in this form an essential element which belonged not 
only to Russia but to all the capitalist countries. But 
il was still impossible to declare in advance what 
changes would be made in this form by the later de- 
velopment of the world revolution. 

The ( Jerman revolution was the necessary experi- 
ment performed to answer these questions. The most 
advanced capitalist country presented to the entire 
world, following the most reactionary capitalist 
country, within the short space of a hundred davs, not 
<«n.y fundamentally the same revolutionary forces, not 
only the same general direction of events, but even the 
same csenftal form of the new proletarian democracy 
namely, (lie Soviets. Simultaneously, in England in 
Hi's victorious country, in this country, the richest of 
all in colonics in the country which has 'been for the 
ougest period the model of social -harmony, or which 
r:, seemed to be such, in the most ancient home of 
1 apilalism, we behold a wide, irresistible transform- 
ation, a powerful growth of the Soviets, and of the 
new Soviet forms of the conflict of the proletarian 
masses: the Shop Stewards committees. 

T'i America, the most powerful capitalist country 
and the youngest, there is an immense sympathy of 
the working masses for the Soviets. 

The ice is broken. The Soviets have triumphed all 
over the world. They have triumphed particularly 
a»d above nil m the sense that they have conquered 
'He sympathy of the proletarian masses. That is the 
importanl part. That is a conquest which the atrocities 
of the imperialistic bourgeois and the persecutions and 
assassinations of the Bolsheviki cannot now take away 
Jrom the masses. The greater the fury of the so- 
■aJlcd democratic bourgeoisie, the more will these con- 
•mr-.sls live m the souls of the proletarian masses, in 
then- ennsuousness, in their heroic readiness for the 
struggle. 

The ir C is broken. And for that reason the work 
of the t ommumst International Conference, at Mos- 
cow, winch founded the Third International, proceeded 
with so much smoothness and regularity, so much calm 
and linn determination. 



We have recorded the conquests already made. We 
have put on paper what was already established in the 
consciousness of the masses. All of us knew much 
more than this. All of us saw and felt, by the expe- 
rience of' his own country, that a new proletarian 
movement had begun to ferment with a force and with 
a depth that were unheard of; that this movement 
would never fit into any of the old channels; that it 
cannot be restrained either iby the "Socialism" of petty 
polittics or by the Lloyd Georges and Wilsons of the 
so-called Democratic Capitalism of England and Ame- 
rica, with all their experience and all their cleverness, 
nor by the Hendersons, the Renaudels, the Brantings, 
and other empty heroes of social-Chauvinism with all 
their skill in reconciling opposites. 

This new movement is heading directly for a "dict- 
atorship of the proletariat." It is advancing in spite 
of all hesitations, in spite of discouraging set-Backs, 
in spite of this "Russian" chaos which is so prominent 
in the eyes of those who judge from the outside; it 
is inarching toward the Soviet power with a might 
which is carrying along on its path millions and tens 
of millions of proletarians. 

This is the record of our accomplishments. In our 
orders of the day, our reports, our papers, and our 
speeches, we have printed the accomplishments already 

made. 

The Marxist theory, illuminated by the bright light 
of reason and experience, reaching all over the world 
in revolutionary workers, has assisted in grasping the 
fail I logic of events. It will aid all proletarians in the 
entire world who are struggling to overthrow capital- 
ist slavery, to become clearly conscious of the object 
of their struggle, to march more steadily on the road 
already begun, to grasp more surely and consolidate 
their achievement. The founding of the Third Inter- 
national is the gateway of the International Soviet Re- 
public, of the International victory of Communism. 

II 
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A Great Epoch 

By Leon Trotzky 



[ SU t PP ,pSE the czars and the former priests who 
* controlled the Moscow Kremlin, never imagined 
that there would gather within its venerable walls re- 
presentatives of the most revolutionary party of the 
modern world. Yet this has happened. In one of 
the halls of the palace of justice, still haunted bv the 
melancholy shades of the ancient Czartst penal 'code 
.re sitting the delegates of the Third International. 

In truth, the tooth of war has done effective work- 
in undermining the walls of the Kremlin. 

This physical background for the Communist Con- 
gress is simply the external manifestation of the num- 
erous changes that have taken place in the ten or 
SIVorM 5 JUSt PaSSCd ' - ^-di,onsoTthe r 

In the days of the Second International as well as 



international for the implacable revolution^? *" 
against capitalist society. The war unleasSrfTr* 
penalism has thrown the entire capitalist Unr u ' Im- 
its equilibrium. All questions bale been rl ™J° f 
revolutionary questions. The old masters oiZ£ 
patriotism have displayed all their talent in th P *£ 
to preserve the appearance of their fonn er Jfe 
their former lies, and their old organization, S -J 
was 4io use. Once more in historv, war wa< thr -,«£ 
of revolution. The imperialist war ™ £ ££ 
of a proletarian revolution. 

The honor of initiating a proletarian revolution be- 
longs to the Russian working class and to its Commun- 
ist I arty, hardened as it has been in conflict Bv its 
November revolution, the Russian proletariat not oalr 
opened the gates of the Kremlin to the repres 
of the International proletariat, but it also laid tfcr 
cornerstone of the edifice of the Third Intematioid 

The revolutions of Germany, Austria, Hungary, the 
lightning spread of the Soviet movement and 01 civil 
war, marked by the martyrdom of Liebknecht and 
Rosa Luxemburg, and of how many nameless thous- 
ands of nameless heroes, showed that Europe did not 
have at its disposal any other methods than those of 
Russia. The essential identity of the methods in the 
struggle for Socialism, which' has been proved by ex- 
perience, has permitted the creation of the I 
International and simultaneously rendered immediately 
necessary the convoking of the Communist Congress. 

r This Congress is in session within the walls " 

Kremlin. We were witnesses and participants in one of 

the greatest events of the world war. The --• I 
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RECENT dispatches in the capitalist r 

-"■ *" quoted hour 



— ... ...^. v„^. lMlill . pitas UdVC 

--.rgeois refugees from Russia as saving 
uiai I etrograd is to a large extent deserted. Critics 
01 the Soviet regime have eagerly accepted these re- 
ports .is proof of the general ruin and decay caused by 
proletarian management. We have no means of learn- 
ing the truth as to these stories, since so much of the 
news from Russia appearing in the daily press is 
not news at all but mere anti-Bolshevik propaganda 
. but I it is true even to a partial extent that its 

El *"■* VC beglU1 t0 leaVC Petr °g rad ' * »s a 
The obc.cc cities nf modern times are mere creations 
<' apuahs.111. [hey will have no reason for existence 
""der working class rule and will, as soon as a univ- 
ersal revolution has been accomplished, rapidly tend 
to disappear. 

Mo.lnii cities arc- mostly mere dumping grounds of 
pn ately owned transportation systems— the railroads 
ami sicamship biles. The railroads, especially, have 
tostered the mushroom growth of great cities. Bv 
encouraging the heaping up of human beings and 
merchandise at certain centres they have made their 
own work easier and fattened their profits. Plump 
earnings accrue to the transportation systems from ex- 
press hauls—there is less money for them in scattered 
traffic and frequent stops. 
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By Phillips Russell 
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out of or made unacceptable to industry, jkiokJ 
to rely on such means as they can muster, m 
»ve. Finally we have the invariable ac 
ot all great cities—crime, theft, prostituti 
ability, degeneracy and murder. 

The establishment of a regime under 
are done- for service and use and not for : 
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mother of us all— the earth. 



